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1. Research Topics and Keywords

Developing a specific set of keywords and concepts on your research topic will enable you to search for (and find) more relevant resources, more efficiently.
What is your initial literature review topic?
Now list keywords and concepts related to your topic (include key issues, events, people, policies, geographic locations, theories, methodologies, etc.):
Be prepared to share your responses with the class.

2. Literature Review Research Tips

· Select the most relevant information from the articles as it pertains to your subject and your purpose. Remember, the purpose of the literature review is to demonstrate how your research question fits into a larger field of study.
· Critically examine the articles. Look at methodology, statistics, results, theoretical framework, the author's purpose, etc. Include controversies when they appear in the articles.
· Make sure the information relates to your research question/thesis. You may need to explicitly show how the literature relates to the research question; don't assume that the connection is obvious.
3. Scholarly Articles: Building blocks of literature reviews

· Scholarly articles are written by and for scholars, researchers, and professionals – a formal conversation among specialists.

· Scholarly articles provide in-depth analysis of narrowly-focused subjects.

· Scholarly articles include extensive bibliography or footnotes – a great source for further readings & research sources.
4. Getting started with your literature review
The “Literature Review Tips & Resources” section of your Geog 315 research guide lists recommended guidelines and resources for conducting a lit review in Geography. Recommendations for getting started:
· Progress in Human Geography - This journal regularly features literature review articles called "Progress Reports"
· Annual Reviews - Annual Reviews publications are among the most highly cited in the scientific literature; narrow your search by Social Sciences and specific academic disciplines

· Save, keep track of, and share your research through citation tools like RefWorks or Zotero. Add Zotero notes and tags for each citation to organize, summarize and keep track of your best sources.
5. Finding Relevant Scholarly Articles
The Geography 315 research guide includes recommended Geography-related article databases and 
Geography e-journals. Use the research topic keywords you developed in part 1 to find scholarly articles for your literature review. You may wish to start with the article database GeoBASE. Search tips for finding Lit Review articles in GeoBASE: combine "literature review" with keywords describing your topic. You can also use the term “Geography” to limit your scope to Geography scholars and journals.
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Use truncation (*) to search for words that begin with the same letters.
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IHS Standards 'Wom?n retrieves woman or women
usero
Terms are automatically stemmed, except in the author field, unless the “Autostemming off" feature is checked.
management returns manage, managed, manager, managers, managing, management
To search for an exact phrase or phrases containing stop words (and, or, not, near), enclose terms in braces or quotation marks.

tJournal of Microwave Power and Electromagnetic Energy}
“near feld scanning”

Use NEAR or ONEAR to search for terms in proxmity. ONEAR specifies the exact order of terms. NEAR and ONEAR cannot be used with truncation, wildcards, parenthesis, braces or quotation marks.
NEAR and ONEAR can be used with stemming.

Avalanche ONEARIO diodes
‘Solar NEAR energy

Browse the author look-up index to select all variations of an author's name
‘Smith, A OR Smith, AJ. OR Smith, Alan J





Check out the article databases organized by Geography concentration, as well as the long list of Geography journals. You can click on the specific journal and search within the journal for articles. Be sure to email or save all of your articles. A citation management system like Zotero can help you do this.
Which resources will you be consulting for the Assignment Topic Worksheet, due Monday? 
What are your next steps in the research (and possibly writing) process?

List one thing you learned today and one thing you still have questions about:

RESEARCH TIPS: Researching from off campus? �   Search databases from off-campus locations or your laptop by logging in with the off-campus access button and your UW Net ID. 


Article Full text: Select the Check for full text @ UW link or button to read the article full text.


Research Help: Contact Amanda Hornby, � HYPERLINK "mailto:hornbya@uw.edu" �hornbya@uw.edu�, or chat with a Librarian 24/7.











Sort your results by article relevance or date





Keyword searching





Limit by publication date








